W Visiting Arts

Hadda

Street address: 10 kilometres south of Jalalabad, Nangarhar Province, Afghanistan

Mailing address: Nangarhar Provincial Department of Information and Culture, Nangarhar Provincial Government, Jalalabad, Nangarhar
Province, Afghanistan

Proprietor: Ministry of Information and Culture and Nangarhar Provincial Department of Information and Culture

Contact: Mohammad Hashim Director General

Additional contact: Padshah Haider Khan Director of Historic Monuments

Dates and duration: Open during daylight hours

Hadda is located 10 kilometres south of Jalalabad and was first formally excavated by the Délégation Archéologique Frangaise en Afghanistan (DAFA) in
1923. They found evidence of monasteries, more than 1,000 stupas and statues. Various sculptures were uncovered, mainly heads, including depictions of
the Buddha, for this was a sacred place of pilgrimage between the 2nd and the 8th centuries. Hadda was one of the most important Buddhist sites which
hosted pilgrims at its many temples. It was in Nangarhar that Buddha is said to have received his religious call. Unfortunately there is now little left to see.
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